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Tips on purchasing a digital still camera for non-expert 
photographers. 
Resolution/Pixels: Most consumer cameras are at least 4 or 5 Mp (Mega Pixels) or 
above, and this is more than enough for family photographs etc. In fact, some cameras 
with higher pixel ratings can actually produce poorer quality images due to their higher 
digital noise from their sensors. 

Image Format: Good quality JPEG format pictures are fine for family use. Try to always 
use the highest quality setting to ensure no quality loss. These can be reduced in size to e-mail to friends and 
family. 

Zoom Range: Compact digital cameras can have versatile zooms. Try to purchase a camera that has something 
stronger than 3 x zoom so that you can get more candid photographs of children and other friends and family. 

Moving Pictures: If your camera offers a high quality movie mode, this can be very useful. You will need a larger 
memory card than that usually supplied. 

LCD Viewfinders: Your camera‟s LCD should be as large as possible, sharp and bright. Cameras with swiveling 
viewfinders will also allow you to keep the sun off the screen for outdoor shots and allow you to photograph over-
head and other interesting angles. 

Shooting Modes: Most compact digital cameras have different modes. How these modes are accessed should 
be considered. They should be easy to select and use. Try to avoid having to select menus as buttons are easier 
to access and quicker to select. Scene modes are also usually available and are often a help for the less experi-
enced photographer. 

Scene modes: Scene modes enable the amateur or family snapper to take more technically perfect photographs 
in certain situations that can sometimes be tricky. 

Storage media: No matter what camera you buy, you will need a quality storage media card. In fact, we would 
suggest you buy at least two. Storage media can corrupt, losing all the images you have taken. Quality cards are 
far less likely to do this. Be sure that you have plenty of space to take lots of pictures. 

Download method: It is best to download your images from your card to your computer and not from the camera 
If your computer doesn‟t have media card slots, buy a card reader from a retailer. 

Menu navigation: The less you have to find through menus the better, but each camera will have a menu to help 
you with the camera‟s features. It should be easy to navigate and physically use and should make sense to you. 

Batteries: Digital Cameras can use a fair bit of power and Lithium Ion batteries are excellent for powering digital 
cameras. Many models come with these kinds of batteries and they are usually specifically designed for a particu-
lar model or series of cameras. The camera should come with a separate charger and it is a good idea to have a 

spare battery too. More generic batteries, such as 
AA, are also being used in digital cameras. If the 
model you like uses these, buy fast charging batter-
ies and charger, with an extra set or two for spares. 

  J. Eland 

JULY  2010 
Inside this Issue 
Page 2.  
From the Secretary.   
Tips 
Page 3 
Computer Tips  
Glimpse from the past 
Page 4   
More tips 
Kitting pattern 
Recipe 
and a Reminder 

President: John Eland 
Phone: 9651 2940 
email: elandj@ains.net.au 
Secretary: Nada Curac 
Phone: 9654 2752 

email: ncu72242@bigpond.net.au 

The Next Meeting of Computer Pals for Seniors,  

Galston & District Inc  

will be THE A.G.M. at History Cottage 412 Galston Road,  Galston 

on Friday 16th  July  2010, at 10.00 am 



From the SecretaryFrom the Secretary 
Hi Everyone  
We have now past the shortest day of the year and as we look forward 
to summer, we can think of the great things to do with our new knowl-
edge of  the Computer.  I hope all pupils past and present have enjoyed 

their lessons and benefited by them.   Last month Lindsay gave a very informative demonstration on 
the many uses of a Scanner.  I hope to see you at the next meeting. 
My thanks to Rosemary who does an excellent job at putting together this Newsletter. We welcome 
our new members Charmaine Nati, Robert Hull, Judith Hales, Myra Walter, Margaret Turnbull, 
Bill Watts and Barbara Yeend and hope you enjoy your time with us .     
 

REMINDER 
OUR NEXT MEETING-cum-WORKSHOP of COMPUTER PALS FOR SENIORS WILL BE  

THE  Annual General Meeting AT HISTORY COTTAGE Galston Road, Galston 

on Friday 16th July, 2010 at 10.00am in the History Cottage, Galston Road.   

(The Committee to meet at 9am) 
All the computers will be up and running so that you can ask for help from any of our Tutors.  
Visitors, friends and anyone wanting tuition are most welcome. 
 

If you are able, please could the following members bring a plate for tea 

Rosemary Ansley,  Alan Buxton,  John Eland,  Lindsay McIntyre, Celia van Tilberg, Alan Oxenham.
             Nada 

MEETING DATES    

16th July AGM 

17th September 

19th November 

How to make all your Folders open in the same view. 
Open Windows Explorer.  ( Hold Windows Key and 
press E) 

Make one Folder View as your preference;  
for example----Tiles, Details, List, Icons or Thumbnails 
 

Click Tools    Click Folder Options 
Click View     Click ‟Apply to Folders‟ 
This message appears. 
    

“Do you want all folders of this type to match this folder‟s  view  setting?”   
This will not change toolbars and folder  panes. 
Click Yes  

Youth is a wonderful thing.   What a crime to waste it on  
children.   ~George Bernard Shaw  

Did you know that you can see 
all the previous News Letters at 

our website  

www.cpalsgalston.org.au  

My Start Button and Task Bar have Moved ?  
To move it back to the bottom of the screen. 

Put the mouse in a blank area near the start button (not on an icon) then hold the left 
mouse button down and drag the task bar to the required position. 

Computer Spring Cleaning Time 
Did you know that your computer keyboard and mouse could be one of the most 
germ-infected items in your house.  If you haven't cleaned your computer  
recently start Spring early with cleaning your computer and its components.   

Try this link for Computer Cleaning Tips.  
 http://www.computerhope.com/cleaning.htm#01  

Do you understand all the tips in the News Letter? There will be a useful Demo at our next meeting. 



Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak;  
courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen. - Winston Churchill  

A Glimpse into the past 
(Extract from) Computer Pals Presidentôs Updateéé..é...JULY 1999 
 We are at present waiting for official registration of our club.  When this is finalized, the first 
computer will be set up in a room offered for our use in Rowland Village and I will be drawing up a 
Time Table and arranging lesson times. 
 We are looking for more people with some computer knowledge to help with our beginners, 
so if you know of anyone who could help for even one hour per week, please let me know….and any 
spare computers lying around would be welcome too. 
   

(Extract from) Computer Pals Presidentôs Updateé.DECEMBER  1999 
We have come a long way since my last letter in July 1999. 
 There are now four fully operating, complete computers at our site in Rowland Court, and 
access to three others at History Cottage Galston.  We have 48 active pupils and 14 tutors, doing a 
fine job. 
 It is pleasing to know that so many people have been able to acquire their own computers, 
and are continuing to enjoy them.  Keep up the good effort. 
 We still have on hand a number of donated „bits and pieces‟ which, in time, and with the  
assistance of our Patrons at Lindsey‟s Computer Services will be put to use updating and increasing 
our operating equipment. 
      

(Extract from) Computer Pals Presidentôs Updateéé...é.APRIL 2000 
Well here we are ¾ of the way through our first year and going strong; eighty four members and 
fourteen tutors, with a pupil waiting list of nine.  
A few of our early members have acquired sufficient skill to continue with self development. 
            Alan Oxenham

WORD  TIPS (May not work in early Versions of Office) 

To put a line anywhere in a page.  Press Dash, dash, dash and enter 
To put a thick line anywhere in a page.  Press # # # and enter 
To put a double line anywhere in a page.  Press === and enter 
To insert current date, press ALT + SHIFT + D.  
To insert the Current time  press ALT+ SHIFT+T. 

TO  REVIEW  LINE  SPACING (Remember the Demo by Celia) 

Single Line Spacing  -  Select the text then press CTRL+1 
Double Line Spacing -  Select the text then press CTRL+2 
1½ Line Spacing - Select the text then press CTRL+5 

A  FEW  SHORTCUT  KEYS  
ESC …………. closes a dialog box. (eg File Menu )                                                                                  
F12 …….. …...brings up the „SAVE AS‟ dialog box  
F4 ………. …...repeats your last action. 
ALT + F4 ... ….closes a program. 
CTRL +ESC ... opens the START menu. 
CTRL + Left arrow  or  Right arrow…….Moves the cursor one word at a time instead 
of one character at a time.  
ALT + TAB …... To Quickly switch between open programs 
Ctrl + Home….. Goes to beginning of document. 



Editor:  Rosemary Ansley 

Phone:  9651 2175  

E-mail : gransy@tpg.com.au 

Friends are those rare people who ask how we are and then wait to 
hear the answer.  - Anonymous  

The Next Meeting of  

Computer Pals for Seniors, Galston & District Inc  

will be THE A.G.M. at History Cottage  

412 Galston Road,  Galston 

on Friday 16th July, 2010 at 10.00 am 

Pattern to knit squares that a blind person can manage. 
Cast on three stitches. 
Increase in the first stitch of every row until there are 50 stitches.  (This number determines the size of the 
square. It can be anything as long as every square is the same.) 
Then decrease one stitch at the beginning of every row until there are 3 stitches left. 
Then knit the last three stitches together. 

Peach and Almond Tarts -  Heart Foundation Recipe  
These peach and almond tarts can also be made with apricots, apples or pears. 
Serve with creamed ricotta or Peters No Added Sugar ice-cream.  
Ingredients  
1/4 cup almonds ground                                                 1 tablespoon caster sugar     
1 tablespoon olive grove classic spread                         1 egg yolk                             
1 sheet frozen ready-rolled reduced fat puff pastry         825g can peach halves  
Instructions  
1.  Preheat oven and 1 baking tray to 200°C fan forced.  
2.  Combine almonds, sugar, spread and egg yolk in a bowl, mix until well combined. Cut pastry into  
     4 squares. Use a sharp knife to score a 5mm border around the edge of each pastry square, do not cut 
     all the way through. Place the pastry onto a sheet baking paper allowing a little room for spreading.  
3.  Spread almond mixture carefully over the centre each tart. Remove the hot tray from the oven and 
     quickly lift tarts, still on the baking paper onto hot tray. Bake for 8-10 minutes until light golden. 
4.  Meanwhile, remove 8 peach halves from the can and pat dry with paper towel. Refrigerate remaining 
     peach halves in their syrup in airtight container for another use. 
Remove the tarts from the oven, arrange 2 peach halves in centre each tart and return to the oven. Bake a 
further 5 minutes until pastry is golden and crisp. Serve warm. 

To View Windows Side by Side. 

Right click on a blank area in the Task Bar.  Left Click on “Show Windows Side by Side” 
     

Microsoft Word 
In Microsoft Word holding down the ALT key on your keyboard while clicking and 
dragging your mouse and you will be able to drag a box and highlight only portions of 
text and not the whole line. 
     

WINDOWS EXPLORER IS YOUR OFFICE  where you keep all your files and folders.   
Imagine them lining shelves in this enormous office and imagine the 
problem when you lose a document. 
It is so IMPORTANT TO KEEP YOUR OFFICE TIDY and orderly, so 
please name your files well and make sure they are put into the correct 
folders.  There should be no loose files in Windows Explorer, they 
should ALL BE IN A FOLDER. 

   
TO select multiple files just hold down the CTRL key and click each required file or 
folder or hold down the SHIFT key, click the first file, click the last file in a group and all 
the files between these will be selected. 

Everything has beauty, but not  

everyone sees it. - Confucius  

http://www.computerhope.com/jargon/a/alt.htm
http://www.computerhope.com/jargon/c/click.htm
http://www.computerhope.com/jargon/f/file.htm
http://www.computerhope.com/jargon/f/folder.htm
http://blog.dreamthisday.com/search/label/Confucius#post

